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Young Pianist and Composer
Presents Debut Album – Watercolour
Keyboard category winner and Grand Finalist of the 2012 BBC Young Musician of the Year competition, Yuanfan
Yang releases Watercolour this September – a daring debut disc that showcases both his pianistic ability and
compositional skill. The album explores scenic compositions for the piano from composers such as Liszt, Chopin and
Maxwell-Davies as well as Yuanfan himself.
Born in Edinburgh, Yuanfan began learning the piano when he was 6, passed
Grade 8 with Distinction at the age of 8 and achieved a Diploma of the
Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (DipABRSM) when he was 10.
He reached the finals of the BBC Young Musician of the Year competition in
2012 and is now completing his studies at the Royal Academy of Music. He has
an exciting programme of concerts planned for the summer including
performances at The People’s Great Hall, Beijing and the Shanghai Poly
Theatre as well as at an International Chinese Conference at Southampton
University featuring 160 scholars of Chinese Studies. His most recent
composition, Spring Blossoms on a Moonlit River is to be premiered at the
Chetham’s International Piano School & Festival by Xinning Zhang and Bingbing
Li.
Yuanfan explains the concept behind the album:
“For my debut album, I intended to create something that was very personal to me. I wanted to showcase a broad range
of styles of solo piano music, to give a snapshot of the diversity of piano repertoire out there, as well as a memory of my
musicianship at the time of recording (2016). Most important of all, I wanted to communicate to the audience through
music. I hope there is something for everyone on the album – all the works paint a picture or tell a story, particularly my
Three Aquarelles (roughly translated as 'Three Watercolours'), which were composed during my early mid-teenage
years. I felt that while writing these pieces, I began to find my own voice as a composer, and I hope to continue writing
new music for many years to come.”
The musical journey of the album is diverse with the romantic repertoire of Liszt, Chopin and Schubert juxtaposed
against the more contemporary works of Wang, Cashian and Yang. Peter Maxwell-Davies’ work concludes the album as
a tribute to the composer, who sadly passed away in 2016 – the year the album was recorded. From Jianzhong Wang’s
Liuyang River, which flows through the Hunan Province of China, to Maxwell-Davies’ Farewell to Stromness, written as a
protest against a proposed uranium mine in The Orkneys, Watercolour circumnavigates the world through the diverse
soundscapes of the piano.
Yuanfan’s Three Aquarelles sits at the heart of the album. The first piece entitled Waves, was inspired by an
impressionistic painting by Emil Carlsen – Breaking Wave (1922). Waves won the Overall Award in the European Piano
Teachers Association UK Composition Competition 2011 and was highly commended in the BBC Proms Young
Composers Competition in the same year. Although the second piece to be set, The Sun Sinks Beyond the Mountain
Ridge was actually the final to be completed. Expansive in both musical structure and geographical stimulus, this
second piece is calm and poignant, and represents the sun slowly setting beyond magnificent mountains. The third and
final piece, The Haunted Bell, represents a fictitious clock tower that only strikes at midnight – and when it does it strikes
13 times. Unlike the first piece, which was inspired by a painting, this piece was matched to a pictorial cousin after the
musical composition had been finished. Yuanfan had imagined the haunted bell but his close friend Anthony Peel, a
budding photographer, had recently photographed a mysterious bell in a mountain village. Having heard The Haunted
Bell, Anthony showed Yuanfan the images and ever since these have been the pictorial representation of the work’s final
piece which was dedicated to Anthony.

Watercolour will be released on Orchid Classics in September 2017
For further information, please contact: jack@orchidmedia.co.uk / +44 (0)207 636 5449
Download the press pack: www.orchidmedia.co.uk/press
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Yuanfan Yang | Piano
Born in Edinburgh, Yuanfan began learning the piano when he was 6, passed Grade 8 with Distinction at the age of 8
and achieved a Diploma of the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (DipABRSM) when he was 10. He was
awarded the AMusTCL Diploma in Music Theory with Distinction in 2015, and is a Scholar of the Drake Calleja Trust.
Yuanfan has won numerous piano competitions. He has won 1st Prize at the Cleveland International Young Artists Piano
Competition in the USA in 2015, and 1st Prize of the 4th International Franz Liszt Piano Competition in Weimar,
Germany in 2014, with which he was awarded the Special Prize for Best Interpretation of a Classical Sonata, the Special
Prize for Best Interpretation of Works by Liszt, the Special Prize for Best Composition and Improvisation, the Junior Jury
Prize, and the European Union of Music Competitions for Youth (EMCY) Prize for Most Outstanding Contestant. In 2013
he won the 3rd Prize in the Minnesota International E-Piano Competition. He has also won 1st Prizes in the 2010 RNCM
James Mottram International Piano Competition (under 19), and the 2009 Manchester International Piano Concerto
Competition for Young Pianists (age 16 and under). Yuanfan is also a fluent sight-reader, having been the champion of
the ongoing Michael Abraham Sight-Reading Award six years in a row, ever since he joined Chetham’s. He has also
won 1st Prizes in the UK Liszt Society International Piano Prize 2015, the Royal Academy of Music’s Sterndale Bennett
Prize 2015, and the 9th Grand Prix Interlaken Classics International Piano Competition 2016. He was the Keyboard
Category Winner and a Grand Finalist of the BBC Young Musician of the Year Competition 2012, and won both
category and overall prizes at the European Piano Teachers Association (EPTA) UK Piano Competition 2010. Most
recently, as the youngest participant and top eight semi-finalist in the Cleveland International Piano Competition 2016,
Yuanfan’s performances earned him the Special AAF (Alink Argerich Foundation) Prize.
Yuanfan has performed for many eminent music societies, festivals and key events throughout Britain, China, Denmark,
France, Germany, Italy, Romania, Spain, Switzerland and the US, and has performed concertos by Beethoven, Chopin,
Gershwin, Grieg, Mozart, Prokofiev, Rachmaninoff and Tchaikovsky with many eminent conductors and leading
orchestras including the Northern Sinfonia, the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, the Romanian Radio National
Symphony Orchestra, the Wuhan Philharmonic Orchestra, the Canton Symphony Orchestra in Cleveland, the
Minnesota Orchestra, and the Manchester Camerata.
Yuanfan is also a versatile composer and an accomplished improviser. His ‘Fantasy in G’ for piano was broadcast on
BBC Two in 2007 and 2008, and his arrangement of ‘Scarborough Fair’ was shown on BBC Four in 2010. His piano
composition ‘Waves’ won the Overall Award in the European Piano Teachers Association UK Composition Competition
2011. This piece also won Highly-Commended in the BBC Proms Young Composers Competition 2011. His ‘Haunted
Bell’ won first prize in the Junior Group of the Golden Key International Piano Composition Competition in 2012, and it
was broadcast on BBC Four and BBC Radio Three. He was a finalist in the National Centre for Early Music Composers’
Award 2013, where his piece ‘Crushed Suites’ was premiered and recorded by the leading early music ensemble
Florilegium. In 2016, his ‘Silhouettes’ for small ensemble and ‘axis’ for violin and piano were premiered in London, the
latter of which was a prize-winner at the Royal Academy’s Alan Bush Composition Competition 2016. In September
2014, Yuanfan’s new Piano Concerto – ‘The Wilderness’, scored for solo piano and full symphony orchestra, was
premiered in Qianjiang, China; the concerto was performed again at Wuhan University as part of his China tour in
November 2014, and it had its UK premiere with the Chetham’s Symphony Orchestra in June 2015, its London
premiere in August 2016 at London University, and its French premiere in November 2016 – all the performances were
enthusiastically received with critical acclaim from the press and audience.

For further information, please contact: jack@orchidmedia.co.uk / +44 (0)207 636 5449
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Track Listing

1.

Franz Schubert (1797-1828)
Impromptu in B flat, Op.124 No.3

2.
3.

Frédéric Chopin (1810-1849)
Etude in A minor (Winter Wind), Op.25 No.11
Fantasie in F minor, Op.49

4.
5.

Franz Liszt (1811-1886)
La campanella
Vallee d’Obermann

6.
7.
8.

Yuanfan Yang (1997-) – Three Aquarelles
I – Waves
II – The Sun Sinks Beyond the Mountain Ridge
III – The Haunted Bell

9.

Jianzhong Wang (1933-)
Liuyang River (浏阳河)

10.

Philip Cashian (1963-)
Landscape

11.

Peter Maxwell-Davies (1934-2016)
Farwell to Stromness
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